
Dramatic, Humorous, and Duo Interpretations 
Explained
Dramatic or Humorous Interpretation (two different categories) – known as “DI” 
and “HI”
General Structure: The student presents a memorized selection from a published play, 
novel, short story, or non-fiction piece, interpreting all of the characters vocally and 
physically. Dramatic Interpretation selections must be primarily serious in tone, while 
Humorous Interpretation selections are primarily funny (many are from children’s 
literature). 
Specifics:
1. The student finds or prepares a cutting from literature, which he then memorizes 

and presents in each round. He interprets all the characters.
2. Monologues are acceptable.
3. The student must present an introduction that includes the title and author of the 

literature; however, this introduction does not have to come at the opening of his 
presentation. 

4. While the use of gestures and body language is extremely important, movement 
(i.e. actual walking) is limited.

5. Time Limit is 10 minutes, with a 30-second grace period.
Judging Criteria: Judges will evaluate the student on the effectiveness of his 
interpretation of the characters and the cohesiveness of the script.

Duo Interpretation – known as “Duo”
General Structure: Two students present a memorized selection from a published play, 
novel, short story, or non-fiction piece, interpreting all of the characters vocally and 
physically. The literature can be either serious or funny. Each student may portray 
several characters.
Specifics:
1. Two students work as a team to find or cut a piece of literature, which is then 

memorized and presented each round. 
2. The students must present an introduction that includes the title and author of 

the literature; however, this introduction does not have to come at the opening 
of the presentation. 

3. While the use of gestures and body language is extremely important to portray 
the different characters, the students may not touch each other or make eye 
contact with each other when in character. Movement (i.e. actual walking) is 
permitted.

4. Time Limit is 10 minutes, with a 30-second grace period.
Judging Criteria: Judges will evaluate the students on the effectiveness of their 
interpretation of the characters and the cohesiveness of the script.
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